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San Francisco Mayor London Breed wields and extra-large pair of ceremonial ribbon-cutting scissors to 
commemorate the grand reopening of Golden Gate Park’s nine-hole golf course on Feb. 16 with other key 
players involved with the restoration project. Story on page 13. Courtesy photo. 


Wiener’s Senate Bill Seeks to Streamline Coastal Development 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


California State Senator 
Scott Wiener (D-San_ Fran- 
cisco) and SF Mayor London 
Breed seek to streamline hous- 
ing development near Ocean 
Beach by slicing off a piece 
of San Francisco from the ju- 
risdiction of the California 
Coastal Commission (CCC). 

But critics say that, at best, 
Wiener and Breed are pushing 
a solution looking for a prob- 
lem and, at worst, benefiting 


developers and the real estate 
sector by setting a bad prec- 
edent that could undermine 
environmental protections that 
have been in place for about 
half a century. 

Among those critics are 
several members of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors, which recently passed a 
resolution opposing the bill as 
written in an 11-3 vote, with 
Supervisors Joel Engardio, 
Myrna Melgar and Matt Dors- 
ey voting against the resolu- 


tion. 

Wiener’s office says his leg- 
islation, SB-951, will remove 
urbanized San Francisco from 
the Coastal Zone — while re- 
taining coastal natural resourc- 
es in the zone — and refine the 
role of the CCC in housing ap- 
provals under certain circum- 
stances. By “resolving unnec- 
essary permitting delays in the 
disproportionately low-hous- 
ing Coastal Zone, SB-951 will 
aid cities’ efforts to meet state 
housing goals” according to a 


press release. 

“The Coastal Commission 
plays an important role in pro- 
tecting coastal resources like 
beaches, bluffs and wetlands, 
but the commission should 
not be in the business of sec- 
ond-guessing — and frequent- 
ly delaying or undermining 
— local housing decisions in 
urbanized areas that are not 
natural resources,’ Wiener 
said. “We need local planning 


Continued on page 12 


Golden Boy Pizza’s New Location at Old Marco Polo Taraval Site 


By John Ferrannini 


Golden Boy Pizza, a popu- 
lar North Beach neighborhood 
pizzeria known for its square 
slices of focaccia bread pizza, 
will be opening a new location 
at 1447 Taraval St. in the Sun- 
set District. 

The eatery will be coming to 
the Parkside neighborhood as 
early as mid-March, according 
to Julian Sodini, son of found- 
er Peter Sodini. 

The new location is in the 
former location of Marco Polo 
Italian Ice Cream, which will 
be relocating to 3886 Noriega 
St. in the spring. 

“When my father (Peter) 
was head of the ship, when I 
was a kid, he expanded out to 
five or six locations, but we 
ended up returning back to the 
one (in North Beach),” Sodini 
said. “Now, we’re trying to ex- 
pand again. Hopefully we can 
make this time stick.” 

Sodini said he heard that 


pizza aficionados on San Fran- 
cisco’s west side were mak- 
ing the trek to North Beach 
just for slices of the so-called 
‘Sanfrancilian-style’ pie (Si- 


cilian-style pizza is typically 
square). 

“People came downtown 
just for our pizza,” he said. 
“So, people now don’t have to 


Golden Boy Pizza 


will bring its popular focaccia bread pizza to the west 
side, taking over the old Marco Polo Ice Cream site 
on Taraval Street between 24th and 25th avenues this 
spring. Photo by John Ferrannini. 


make that journey.” 

Despite previous misfires, 
Sodini said the desire for ex- 
pansion hasn’t faded. 

“We’ve always been on the 
hunt. Of course, it has to be the 
right fit,” he said. “There’s the 
opportunity at the right time,” 
he added. 

Golden Boy Pizza does 
have one other location, in San 
Mateo, which opened around 
2016. 

Sodini said the goal is not 
to “replace the North Beach 
location.” 

“The Sunset, the Parkside, 
the west side of the City has 
always had a good feeling for 
us,” Sodini said. “We’re excit- 
ed to be part of the neighbor- 
hood. It’s shaping up to be a 
renaissance over there.” 

The pizzeria had been con- 
sidering a new location in 
downtown San Jose, with 
hopes it could serve as a late- 


Continued on page 8 


Angled, 
Restricted 
Parking 
Planned for 
Lower Great 
Highway 


Improving public safety is 
the reason given by city offi- 
cials who created the plan for 
angled parking to replace par- 
allel along the Lower Great 
Highway between Lincoln 
Way and Kirkham Street, yet 
the impact on people living in 
vehicles there is obvious. 

The City plans to convert 
the west side of those blocks 
from parallel to angled park- 
ing and entirely eliminate all 
parking on the east side. 

District 4 Supervisor Joel 
Engardio commented on the 
change in February. 

“Outer Sunset residents and 
visitors to the Great High- 
way Park (the occasionally 
closed-to-traffic Upper Great 
Highway) are unable to access 
parking spaces along the Low- 
er Great Highway,” Engardio 
said. “Large RVs have taken 
up multiple spaces perma- 
nently, not allowing for park- 
ing turnover. The curb is lined 
with a growing amount of de- 
bris, creating a public health 
hazard. The situation blocks 
access to much-needed park- 
ing for people who want to 
enjoy the Great Highway Park 
and patronize a nearby motel 
and café. 

“State law and ongoing 
court cases limit the City’s 
ability to enforce posted park- 
ing regulations. Tickets can be 
issued, but towing is no lon- 
ger allowed in most cases,” he 
said. “That’s why I asked the 
SFMTA (San Francisco Mu- 
nicipal Transportation Agen- 
cy) board of directors to recon- 
figure Lower Great Highway 
from Lincoln to Kirkham from 
parallel to angled parking. The 
new parking configuration will 
be implemented in March. 


Continued on page 15 
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Looking Back 


Kinen Carvala 


Huntington Falls 


On April 8, 1894, thousands of 
spectators watched as water first began 
to flow down the Huntington Falls in 
Golden Gate Park. 

The falls were created as part of 
a waterworks plan where a large 
artificial lake surrounding Strawberry 
Hill and a smaller man-made reservoir 
on top of the hill were built. Water 
from the hilltop reservoir “fed” the 
fall to the larger lake, where water was 
pumped back up to the top, reported 
the San Francisco Examiner on Sept. 
2, 1893. The San Francisco Chronicle 
announced the Falls as a magnificent 
addition to the attractions of the park. 

Collis P. Huntington donated 
$25,000 for the waterfall, worth more 
than $800,000 in today’s dollars. The 
San Francisco Call and Post on Jan. 

8, 1893, projected that more than 
$60,000 would be spent beautifying 
Strawberry Hill, which would house 
Huntington Falls and a wooden pedes- 
trian bridge over the Falls. 

An inscription on a stone near the 
top of the falls, commemorating its 
construction, reads: 
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Sedgwick. 

He also became president of the 
Guatemala Central Railroad and Pacif- 
ic Mail Steamship Company. 

Huntington married his first wife 
Elizabeth Stoddard in September 
1844 and adopted her niece. After 
Elizabeth’s death, he married Arabella 
Duval Yarrington in 1884, according 
to Syracuse University, and adopted 
her son Archer, according to Cerinda 
Evans’s biography of Huntington. 

After the death of San Francisco 
Park Commissioner William W. Stow 
on Feb. 11, 1895, The Morning Call 
reported on Feb. 18, 1895, that Park 
Superintendent John McLaren years 
earlier had the following conversation 
with Stow: 

“T told him one day that a waterfall 
could be built on the hill, and it would 
be an attraction. ‘How much would it 
cost?’ he asked. I said about $25,000. 
“Then [ll hunt somebody up who will 
pay for that,’ he answered. Within 48 
hours, he had Mr. Huntington on top 
of the hill and got the money.” 

McLaren described Stow as “the 
political manager of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company.” The Call’s 
obituary for Stow stated that it was 
Stow’s “duty to see that measures 
inimical to (the railroad’s) interests 
were either defeated or so modified as 
to be more just and equitable.” Stow 
stopped working for the railroad for a 
few years only to return “at the urgent 
solicitation of Huntington.” 


Huntington Falls a = = 209 = ¢ zi 3 eae (oe oi Huntington Falls’ cement and 
By Gift of AREER ae Ee a “=. sandstone facade collapsed on July 24, 
Collis P. Huntington iio Hiei al on sae Ty oe veg aia mariana aps rS 1962, after a pipe broke and washed 
1893 own Huntington Falls into Blue Heron Lake (formerly Stow Lake). away supporting earth. One witness to 


Visible are two pedestrian bridges that cross the waterfall. Photo by the collapse told the Examiner, “I felt 


The inscription is several yards 
south of the top of the falls, a few 
steps away from a clearing next to the 
hilltop reservoir. 

The falls are 110-feet tall, according 
to the SF Recreation and Park Depart- 
ment website. 

The falls faced the fairgrounds of 
the California Midwinter Internation- 
al Exposition of 1894 in the Music 
Concourse. The Exposition showcased 
American expansion to the Pacific 
Ocean and San Francisco’s mild 


G 


Michael Durand. 


winters. 

Huntington was one of the “Big 
Four” tycoons behind the Central 
Pacific Railroad, which linked to the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 1869 to 
form the first transcontinental Amer- 
ican railway. Profit in the railroad 
industry came from fares and grants 
of real estate around railroad rights of 
way. The Central Pacific managed to 
own one-eighth of California, accord- 
ing to John Sedgwick’s book “From 
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Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 
I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 
for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 
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HAPPY 


ST. PATRICK’S DAY! 


the River to the Sea.” The Big Four’s 
railroad empire was renamed Southern 
Pacific Railroad in 1884, according to 
Ben Ratliff’s essay on foundsf.org. 
According to Buffalo Weekly 
Express and SF Examiner obituaries, 
Huntington was born in Connecticut 
on Oct. 22, 1821, and died at age 78 in 
upstate New York on Aug. 13, 1900. 
He went west via Panama for the Cal- 
ifornia Gold Rush. Before the Panama 
Canal, travelers had to traverse the 
Panamanian jungle on land. Hunting- 
ton sold food to his fellow travelers to 
bankroll his first store, according to 


THANK YOU TO 
OUR GENEROUS PATRONS 


Anonymous 
Haley Baron 
Robert W. Cherney 
Elyse and Guy Eshe 
Pat Foy 
Barry Hermanson 
DeeDee Hunt 
Sarah and Frank Joost 
Chris Keane 
Terry and Martha Kirchhoff 
Cynthia Lee 
David Mana 
Gordon Mar 
Bill Moffat Jr. 
Steve Moran 
Lynne Rappaport and 
Jon Frank 
Loretta Roddy 
Wendy and Mark 
Grace Wang 


Sign up to bea 
Sunset Beacon patron. 


patreon.com/SunsetBeacon 


If you would prefer to donate by 
check, please send to 
Sunset Beacon, 

P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA 94116. 
Thank you! 


the ground shaking.” 

Water only started flowing again 
after a $846,000 restoration of a 
pedestrian bridge and piping. Added 
stepping stones were also placed at 
the bottom of the falls, according to 
a 1979 draft environmental planning 
report. 

On April 20, 1984, San Francis- 
co Chronicle columnist Herb Caen 
mentioned that the falls had been dry 
for decades. The falls were rededicat- 
ed by then-Mayor of San Francisco 
Dianne Feinstein on June 12, 1984. A 
photograph of the falls with a second 
pedestrian bridge crossing the lower 
part of Huntington Falls was in the 
Examiner the following day. 

The lake surrounding Strawberry 
Hill (island) was named Stow Lake 
until it was renamed Blue Heron Lake 
this January due to Stow’s antisemi- 
tism, as reported earlier this year in the 
Richmond Review. 

Huntington Falls is on the east side 
of Strawberry Hill, in the middle of 
Golden Gate Park. Both bridges on 
the north and south sides of Straw- 
berry Hill connect to a trail that runs 
around the edge of the island. That 
trail connects to stairs that go up to 
both bridges that cross the falls. 
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Residential and Commercial Sales 
1653 Irving Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94122 
RemaxPrestigiousProperties@qmail.com | (415) 564-3776 


Ask about our fixer upper property list of homes. 
Helping investors flip and make great profits. 


Broker/Owners, 


Sevan Kevorkian 415-412-4716 
Norman Green 650-296-5210 


Community 


UICC Entertainment Line-Up 
Mar 7 Patrick Ball — WB Yeats Show 


[ / Mar 8_ The Black Brothers 
(Shay & Michael Black and Friends) 


Mar9 Amateur Fight Night in partnership 
with Fire in the Ring Boxing 


Mar 10 Irish Night at the Oscars 
Academy Awards Watch Party 


Mar 14 Vince Keehan and Friends 
Mar 15 The Hooks St. Pat’s Weekend Opener 


Mar 16 SF St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
UICC Annual Post-Parade Party 


Mar 17 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 
Green Fest Block Party 


Comhaltas St. Patrick’s Day Ceili. 


2024 
@ THE IRISH CENTER SF 


@lrishCenterSF 
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SF HOLE IN THE WALL PIZZA 
IS NOW FRANCHISING! 


mae Sh pee 


¢ Established Brand: 27 years of experience and 


~~a loyal following. < 


_ © Proven Business Model: Strong financial and 


operational support. 


*\e Ongoing Support: Dedicated team to guide 
|. you every step of the way. 

_ © Diverse Menu: Pizza, salads, vegetarian op- 
“tions, sandwiches, appetizers, burgers and pasta ~ 
__-- something for everyone! 


we 


ve Comprehensive Training: We will equip you 


- with the knowledge and tools you need to 


succeed. 
-e Investment opportunities available. 


>> CORPORATE@SFHOLE.COM 
>> CRUSTFRANCHISING.COM 


vote for 
my family. 


Register now and vote in March 5, 2024 Election. 


ee CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO ¢ (415) 554-4375 Q City Hall, Room 48 


DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS © sfvote@sfgov.org \ sfelections.org 
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Spring Market Is Upon Us 


2024 is here, and like any 
other year, people are pre- 
paring for the big push in 
the spring real estate market. 
However, unlike every year, 
there is uncertainty and anxi- 
ety in the air. 

Last year was a time for 
reflection and adjusting to the 
new reality. Mortgage inter- 
est rates at 7% felt so high 
compared to 3% just a couple 
of years ago. Prices were 
declining and the market was 
at the slowest level we have 
seen for at least the last 25 
years. Buyers and sellers were 
confused as to where prices 
were, where they are current- 


ly, and especially where they 
will be in the future. 

Sellers holding out for high- 
er prices of years past took 
their properties off the market. 
Buyers waiting for interest 
rates to drop sat on the side- 
lines. In a market in transition, 
this is what we normally see. 

However, life must go on. 
There are property owners 
who need to sell because their 
life circumstances changed. 
There are buyers who are 
making the decision that, 
yes, interest rates are higher, 
but prices are lower. So, they 
are buying in at the lower 
price point with opportunities 
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to refinance to a lower rate 
when it does come down. In 
retrospect, a 6-7% interest 
rate is not all that high. We 
have just been spoiled by the 
historic 3-4% rates, and that 
is probably not going to come 
back in the near future. 

The first two months of 
2024 started with a low 
amount of inventory; we saw 
some multiple offers and 
overbidding again. Where 
it goes is anyone’s guess at 
the moment. Currently, Iam 
seeing more properties being 
prepared for the market and 
expect a decent spring selling 
season. 

If you are preparing your 
home for sale during this 
time, there are many more 
factors to consider. Have you 
ever wondered why some 
homes sell at a higher price 
than others? The answer lies 
in pricing and emotional 
appeal. Purchasing a home is 
a very emotional process and 
usually creates a very stressful 
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Sunset Homes Sold in February* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq. Ft. 


Price 


2587 20th Ave. 


1 1,060 $1,125,000 


2215 27th Ave. 


1 1,250 1,210,000 


2731 41st Ave. 


1,012 1,308,000 


1018 Pacheco St. 


1,283 1,315,000 


2317 17th Ave. 
350 Noriega St. 


1,531 


1,355,000 


1982 44th Ave. 


2586 47th Ave. 


1563 27th Ave. 


1934 Ninth Ave. 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


time in the life of the purchas- 
er. Many times, buyers are 
making the largest financial 
commitment of their lives and 
are unsure of whether they are 
getting the right deal. 

Thus, when other people 
are competing on the same 


Celebration 
after the 


St Patrick’s Day Parade 


3/16/2024 2:30-6 
Featuring: 
The Hooks 

(@thehookssf 

Glide Ensemble 


@theglideensemble 
Dublin Soul 


@eamotly 
Vor ag 
SHONSEX. 


MERCANTILE 


Eat, Drink, Shop, Piay 
Connect, and Be focal 


Hosted By: United Irish Societies 


Plus food, shopping and activities for kids 


Civic Center Plaza SF, CA 


property, the multiple offers 
reassure buyers that they are 
making the right decision 
because others feel the same 
way about the home as they 
do. 

As a seller then, how do 
you create these emotions so 
that your property will sell 
quickly and for the highest 
price in today’s market? Pre- 
paring a property for sale is 
key because people today are 
busier than before, and thus 
they are looking for homes 
which are in move-in condi- 
tion. 

There are many inexpensive 
preparations which will bring 
returns many times over for 
sellers. 

First of all, declutter the 
house. It’s amazing how 
much stuff accumulates over 
the years. By removing large 
items of furniture and putting 
belongings away makes a 
home show larger than it is, 
and gives the impression that 
the home is spacious and well 
cared for. 

Painting and freshening up 
the backyard can be inex- 
pensive, and yet provide the 
impression that a home is 
well maintained. Refinishing 
the hardwood floors will do 
wonders for showing off the 
house. 

If you want to go fur- 
ther, staging companies are 
available who will bring in 
complete sets of furniture to 
complement the age and décor 
of the house. We have found 
that this adds tremendous 
value, makes your home show 
like a model and separates 
your home from others on the 
market. As Richmond and 
Sunset homes are selling for 
well above the million-dol- 
lar mark now, the staging 
expense is becoming a smaller 
percentage of the selling price 
and thus makes more econom- 
ic sense than ever before. 

Buying is an emotional 
process. When a buyer walks 
into the home, I have a good 
feeling about whether he or 
she will buy that house. In 
order to obtain the highest 
possible price, buyers need 
to feel comfortable and know 
that this is the right home for 
them. 

Marketing in our modern 
world is different from the 
past. Online presence plays a 
bigger role with most buyers 
deciding whether to go visit 
a property or not based on 
the internet presence. Virtual 
tours with good photos and 


Continued on page 8 
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SF Democratic County Central Committee 


A Democratic Party Leader Who Will Endorse 
Commonsense Politicians and Policies 


#5R2RmER 


| 
rien FRANCISCO 
a PARENT ACTION | 

T | 

| 


The Democratic County Central Committee (DCCC) is the governing body of 
San Francisco’s local Democratic Party. On the March 5 ballot, you have the 
opportunity to elect new members to the DCCC. 


Lanier believes we can have a criminal justice system The Current Leaders Of The Local Democratic Party 
that is effective and fair. Lanier’s track record: Have Failed To Prioritize Children And Public Safety. 
Y Led effort to add language to the California The Current DCCC: 
Democratic Party Platform to support businesses 
against vandalism and organized retail crime 


Serves on the board of Huckleberry Youth, a x Opposed the police gaining access to modern 
nonprofit that manages juvenile diversion in technology so they can be more effective at 
San Francisco solving crime (Prop E) 


>< Refused to take a position on the School 
Board recall 


Y Supports a fully-staffed police department 


Learn more at LanierColes.com and SFDemocratsforChange.org 


Paid for by Lanier Coles for Democratic County Central Committee 2024. FPPC #1463382 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Follow the Money 


The late great U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis once observed: 
“The only title in our democracy 
superior to that of president is the title 
of citizen.” 

We’ ve had scoundrels in elective 
office, but our presidential choices this 
November present the worst in my 
fatigued memory: Joseph Biden and 
Donald Trump. The latter is obviously 
the most evil with his record of draft 
dodging during the Vietnam War 
(remember his alleged bone-spur!), 
coupled with cheating, lying and being 
ordered to court for four different 
criminal violations of federal and state 
laws. He’s the first president charged 
with federal crimes, facing 91 charges 
regarding classified government docu- 
ments and his attempt to overturn the 
2020 presidential election. President 
Biden, meanwhile, aided his son 
Hunter Biden in nefarious governmen- 
tal contract favoritism in Ukraine and 
elsewhere. Hunter Biden hasn’t, at this 
writing, been judicially charged, but I 
foresee him in the dock and his father 
a hostile (to the prosecutor) witness or 
maybe, a co-defendant. 

I’m also concerned with their 
respective ages. They’ re “long in the 
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tooth” with worldly responsibilities 
which require a high intelligence 
quotient and penetrating decisions. I 
like Trump’s only remaining Repub- 
lican opponent, 52-year-old Nikki 
Haley from South Carolina. What 

an American president she’d be as a 
woman without Hillary Clinton’s cor- 
rupt ambition, from a legal immigrant 
family and already a proud governor 
of a southern state. 

The problem with Mr. Biden 
abandoning the White House is Vice 
President Kamala Harris replacing 
him, either after his resignation or 
decision not to run. She’s the one- 
time San Francisco district attorney 
who defeated incumbent Terrance 
Hallinan by lying under oath in the 
2003 campaign. To qualify for “public 
financing” (i.e., taxpayer money) 
she swore she wouldn’t spend over 
$250,000 in her campaign. So did 
the late Hallinan. Instead, she raised 
and spent over $1 million (plus that 
$250,000), tried unsuccessfully (and 
illegally) to withdraw her affidavit 
from the S.F. Ethics Commission and 
defeated Hallinan who earned public 
financing but kept his word to spend 
only $250,000. Author H.L. Mencken 


Hosted by the Park Presidio-Sunset Lions Club 


Sunday, March 10 


St. Anne’s Church * 850 Judah St. 
1-5 p.m. 
$40 Includes snacks, soft drinks and 3 cards per game! 


For more information or to RSVP, 
email Paul at editor@sfrichmondreview.com 


The 173rd Annual San Francisco 


St Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 
Will be held on Saturday, March 16th, 2024 


{ 


i 


<A For A Day! 
uissf.org / unitesf.net 


www.facebook.com/SaintPatricksDaySF 


wisely observed: “The men American 
people admire most extravagantly are 
the most daring liars — the men they 
detest most violently are those who try 
to tell them the truth.” 

Another major American subject is 
illegal immigration. Over two million 
people illegally entered the U.S. in 
2023, according to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, and more than 
seven million lawbreaking aliens 
have crossed our borders during 
Mr. Biden’s presidency, the most in 
history. [legal aliens even obtain tax- 
payer-financed benefits in states like 
California whose legislative analyst 
reported last month a probable $68 bil- 
lion deficit in California’s 2024-2025 
budget regarding which Gov. Gavin 
Newsom proposed in January to spend 
$208.7 billion. No wonder California 
lost 338,371 residents to other states 
while U.S.’ population increased by 
1.6 million from July 2022 to July 
2023, with Texas, Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina and Tennessee claim- 
ing the most residential growth. That’s 
Census Bureau population data from 
Dec. 20, 2023. High state and local 
taxes comprise one reason for such 
migration, together with inflated ener- 
gy (like gasoline and PG&E bills) and 
residential property prices. New York, 
Illinois, New Jersey, Massachusetts 
and Maryland also lost population. 

Meanwhile, California’s high 
speed rail project continues to gob- 
ble taxpayer money and hoodwink 
taxpayers, while untruthfully claiming 
construction has begun in the Cen- 
tral Valley for a 171-mile segment 
between Merced and Bakersfield. If 
by “construction” those Sacramen- 
to-based tax-eaters mean diesel track, 
they might be truthful; their plan is to 
build that, not electrified train tracks, 
then later replace those with electrified 
train tracks, depending on funding. 
“Construction” to those tax-eaters 
manifestly must mean bridges and 
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aqueducts because no track has been 
laid, almost 16 years after voters 
approved (52%-48%) a $9.95 billion 
general obligation bond issue. The 
White House last December conferred 
another $3.1 billion on the boondog- 
gle which now bears a total estimated 
$128 billion cost — and counting. I’m 
embarrassed, as the 1996 progenitor of 
the idea while State Senate Transpor- 
tation Committee chairman. 

Meanwhile, Bay Area public transit 
has been pummeled by COVID-19. 
The most recent figures on farebox re- 
covery ratios (meaning the percentage 
of annual expenses paid by annual fare 
totals) has diminished acutely. BART, 
which pre-2020 recovered about half 
its expenses from fares and 66% from 
fares on the BART-SFO line (I got that 
one right!), reported only 26% farebox 
recovery of expenses in 2022-2023. 
Muni reported a pathetic 10% (com- 
pared to about 25%) before COVID. 
The Golden Gate Bridge showed only 
7% (although the bridge cost was paid 
fully by 1980!) and the Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
maintained its deplorable status even 
with Silicon Valley’s 1.5 million pop- 
ulation. Hold onto your pocketbooks 
and wallets because now Gov. Newson 
is a “high-speed” train booster, and not 
the 2019 critic who disclosed: “The 
current project, as planned, would cost 
too much and respectfully take too 
long.” 

I close with Sam Houston’s soaring 
observation: “The benefits of educa- 
tion and of useful knowledge general- 
ly diffused through a community are 
essential to the preservation of a free 
government.” 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
Problem Children is a summer mentorship program for teenage artists who are deeply 
curious, wildly ambitious and want to create beautiful, inspiring things. Sound like you? Apply 
today. Learn more at problemchildren.org. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should not 
be considered our editorial stance on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a balance of 
viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to the editor 
to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the website, 
500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smartphone, tablet or laptop. 
Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English. Friday, March 15, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Ortega Library 
(3223 Ortega St.). For more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS ATTHE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUNSET BRANCH 

1305 18TH AVE., 415-355-2808 
e Social: Adult Coloring and SWANA Snack Trials. Looking for a stress-free way to unwind? Join 
us for a unique cultural experience that involves coloring and savoring delicious snacks from 
Southwest Asia and North Africa. We'll provide coloring books, colored pencils and a variety of 
mouth-watering snacks to indulge in while you let your creativity flow. Space is limited. Reser- 
vations required: 415-355-2808. Tuesday, March 12, 4-5:30 p.m. 
© Tutorial: Tablet/Smartphone Course for Older Adults 60+. Self-Help for the Elderly’s train- 
ing program is ideal for those seeking to enhance their technical skills. The program focuses 
on hands-on training, allowing participants to become proficient in using their smartphones 
and tablets. Bring your device along and prepare to become an expert! Device Type: iOS and 
Android. Space is limited. Reservations required: 415-355-2808. Friday, March 15,1-2:30 p.m. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy March birthday to Ramona Barker, Ryan Bermudez, Catherine Brady Brown, Dab- 
heyba Carney, Jashua Carter, Jasrrie Chang, Albert Chow, Kimberly Davis, Kristopher Davis, 
Francois Dermu, VMD PhD, Jasmine Gillies, Christopher Grainger, Ron Ishida, Joanna Juarez, 
Sarah K., Alex Kozakiewicz, Leon Litwak, Kimberly Lue, Patricia Lue, Bertha Mejia, Barbara 
Messick, Peter Nicoletti, Sunny Patel, Thomas K. Pendergast, Jett Wayne Peterson, Rose Rein- 
heimer, Milady Rodriguez, Gabriel Rowland, Scarlett Rowland, Maddy and Ken Russak, Jessica 
Pontigo Sevier, Mike Sill, Gina Stella, Luis Stella, Brendan and Daniel Van Nostrand, Angeli- 
na Tracy, Gabriela Pacheco Ventura, Big Jim Wierzba and Rickey Wong. To add a name to the 
monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING GROUPS FOR SENIORS 
Join other seniors on weekly/biweekly walks in your neighborhood. Currently, the 
walks are in the Inner Richmond and Stern Grove. More walks in the Richmond and Sunset 
are being planned. Find the next walk on Meetup.com and search for “San Francisco 50+ 
Neighborhood Walking Groups,” or sign up for our newsletter at sfwalking.beehiiv.com. If you 
would prefer to wait until a group is established near you, or if you are interested in starting a 
group in your neighborhood, contact Richard at richwei94102@gmail.com or 415-562-6075. 


OUTER SUNSET FARMERS MARKET AND MERCANTILE 
Join us every Sunday at the Outer Sunset Farmers Market and Mercantile, where 
you can find fresh produce from local farmers and ranchers, enjoy delicious dishes from Outer 
Sunset eateries and discover unique finds from local makers and artisans. Every Sunday, find a 
revolving series of live performers, engaging activities and exhibitions at the ArtShip and fun 
zone! Our farmers market accepts WIC, EBT and Market Match! 37th Avenue at Ortega Street, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Go to sunsetmercantilesf.com or call 415-465-2475 for more details. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for “Cooking 
Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, "Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers. Business features includes “A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out 
the recent "Photos of the Month” gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


“PHOTOS OF THE MONTH” ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the "Photos of the Month” gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages more than 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of 
the month. For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706- 
6428. 


Palm Sunday Worship March 24,- 10 am 
Maundy Thursday Worship March 28, 6:30 pm 
GoodFriday Worship March 29, 6:30 pm 
Easter Vigil & Celebration — March 30, 6:30 pm 
Eastes Morning Worship March 31. —10 am 


‘OPEN EVERYDAY 
SAM-9PM 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
e Sunday, March 10, 1-3 p.m., Great Highway Park Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/448 138/. 
e Wednesday, March 13, 4-5 p.m., Sunset Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/581814/. 
e Saturday, March 16, 10 a.m.-noon, Central Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/546732/. 
e Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m.-noon, Inner Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/464169/. 


SEALEVEL GALLERY EVENTS 

4331 IRVING ST. / SEALEVELSF.COM / 415-848-9026 
e Saturday, March 2, 11 a.m. until sold out, Braid bakery pop-up 
Every first saturday of the month! 
e Wednesday, March 6, 7-9 p.m. 
California landscapes - a watercolor workshop with Baptiste Benet 
¢ Sunday, March 10, noon-4 p.m., Secondhand Sundays 
Curated vintage and gently used clothing, home goods, and more. 
© Monday, March 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m., NCC Nneighborhood Conservation Club. 
Bi-weekly meet-up addressing environmental challenges in our neighborhood. 
e Saturday, March 16, Sunset Scenes. A photography workshop with Luis Cobelo. 
Thursday, March 21, 7-9 p.m., Songwriters circle.Hosted by Frances England. 
Sunday, March 24, 7 p.m. Sunset solos - a monthly solo performance series. Curated and 
produced by Jeremy Greco. 
e Wednesday, March 27, 7:30-9:30 p.m. NCC Neighborhood Conservation Club. 
Bi-weekly meet-up addressing environmental challenges in our neighborhood. 
¢ Thursday, March 28, 7-9 p.m. Open mic. Gather in our cozy community space and share your 
poetry, music & more. 
e Sunday, March 31, 5-7 p.m. Creative Currents. A monthly writing meet-up with Faith Henley 
Padgett and Serrana Laure Gay. 


SECONDHAND SATURDAYS 
Come check out Secondhand Saturdays and celebrate all things vintage, antique and 
secondhand. Presented by Sunset Mercantile every third Saturday of the month at Ortega 
Street and 37th Avenue, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Shop local from more than 50 vintage vendors, mak- 
ers and artisans that are some of the Bay Area's best. Enjoy live music, family friendly activities, 
food trucks, rotating monthly features and more! Visit sunsetmercantilesf.com/secondhand/ 
for more information. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying "older stamps" from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Sunset Beacon readers who generously donated to our Pat- 
reon campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you donated before we 
started our Patreon campaign and would like some of our Sunset Beacon branded products 
(tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunset- 
News.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let 
us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, 
send a check to: Sunset Beacon, P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20-word minimum. Share birthdays, weddings, an- 
niversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business accomplish- 
ments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or submit free community events at 
no charge. FREE: There is no charge for occasional announcements for small busi- 
nesses celebrating an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send an- 
nouncement to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Announcements will run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,000 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (more than 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 20th of the month. Mail check to: P.O. Box 
16035, S.F.,CA 94116. Call 415-706-6428 or email editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com for more details. 


Brought to you by Friends of Great Highway Park 


~~ SUNDAYS ~ 
at the BEAC 


Fun and FREE events every Sunday 


at Great Highway Park 
1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 
CHAIR YOGA LIVE MUSIC TAI CHI MAT YOGA 
Judah&GreatHwy Judah&GreatHwy Judah&GreatHwy Judah & Great Hwy 
2pm 12—2pm 10am 12pm 


ns: OutsideLands.org 
Western Neighborhoods Project 
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Assemblymember Phil Ting 


Sunset Beacon 


Claim Your Earned Tax Credit 


It’s tax season. I wanted to highlight 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
programs, which provide tax refunds 
to millions of lower-wage workers 
and their families. Both the state and 
federal governments each administer 
one to help struggling workers with 
potentially sizeable tax refunds. 

California’s version, CalEITC, is 
considered one of the most effective 
tools to help lift people out of poverty, 
putting thousands of dollars into the 
pockets of folks who need it the most. 
If you earned less than $30,950 last 
year (2023), your check could be as 
much as $3,529, depending on the size 
of your household. 

There’s another $1,117 available 
on top of the CalEITC for each of the 


Golden Boy 


Continued from page 1 


night food option for the South Bay 
city’s busy nightlife scene. 

“We were going to open up in San 
Jose — part ghost kitchen, part take-out 
window,” Sodini said. “It ended up not 
working out and, as we were pulling 
out of that, the Taraval location opened 
up late last year.” 

The new location will probably not 
have an inside seating option, at least 
not initially, though Sodini said he 
hopes a parklet can be built to accom- 
modate sitting outside. 

The City announced new rules for 
restaurant parklets last year: Business 
owners have to pay $2,000 per year 
for each parking spot a parklet takes 


JOIN US! 


FRIDAY 
3/22/24 


following: 

¢ Young Child Tax Credit (YCTC): 
Families with young children under 
the age of 6. 

¢ Foster Youth Tax Credit (FYTC): 
18 to 25 year olds placed in the foster 
care system when they were age 13 
or up. 

For the 2022 tax year, nearly 3.5 
million Californians were able to 
claim CalEITC, YCTC, and/or FYTC, 
putting more than $1.3 billion back in 
their wallets. There is also the federal 
EITC, which can boost tax refunds 
even higher. Together, the combined 
cash back from both programs can be 
life-changing — sometimes more than 
$12,000 for households with three or 
more children. 


away from drivers. More safety mea- 
sures were also implemented for the 
program. 

Sodini said that he’s eyeing mimick- 
ing the North Beach location’s opening 
time. 

“IT don’t know how late people are 
out in the Parkside district, but for now, 
11-11:30 a.m, and close 8:30-9 p.m. 
We may push Friday-Saturday a little 
later, but the general wheelhouse will 
be 11 a.m.-9 p.m. every day.” 

Sodini said no one is actually “the 
boss.” Sodini and his siblings manage 
and run the North Beach location. 

“It’s a family business,” he said. 
“We’re all partners. I’m the eldest 
brother, so I have the most tenure. I 
guess you could say I’m leading the 
charge, but we all have a hand in it.” 

Golden Boy Pizza first opened in 


FREE with RSVP 


RSVP 


HUNTANDGATHERSF.COM/SPRING 


Irving between 6th + 16th Ave and 9th between Lincoln + Judah 


During the years I was chair of the 
Assembly Budget Committee, I fought 
to expand the program, raising the 
income limit for CalEITC because I 
knew how impactful a tax credit can 
be. I also pushed for the inclusion 
of young adults, seniors aged 65 
and above with no dependents, and 
self-employed workers. 

The Legislature also acted to make 
Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) holders eligible to 
claim this state tax credit. These re- 
funds not only raise the quality of life, 
but also stimulate the local economy 
when EITC tax refunds are spent. 

Unfortunately, not everyone eligible 
to claim the CalEITC does so, leaving 
millions of dollars on the table. The 
key to getting this cash back is to file 
a tax return. Many people miss out on 
EITCs because they don’t typically 
earn enough money to have to file a 
tax return, or they don’t owe taxes. 
But the paperwork is necessary to 
receive an EITC check. 

The money could be used to pay 
bills or meet everyday expenses. It 
can also be put into a saving account 
for emergencies, something that 


1978. Its North Beach location at 542 
Green St., near several iconic San 
Francisco watering holes, is a favorite 
of tourists and locals alike and there are 
often long lines. The San Mateo loca- 
tion is at 1119 North Amphlett Blvd., 
by the Coyote Point Recreation Area. 

The pies come in pepperoni, sau- 
sage, cheese, combo, vegetable pesto, 
and clam and garlic, starting at $3.50 
a slice. 

The elder Sodini also owns Sodini’s 
Green Valley Restaurant at 510 Green 
St. in North Beach and Sodini’s Ber- 
tolucci’s at 421 Cypress Ave. in South 
San Francisco. The latter restaurant, 
currently closed, is slated to become 
a seven-story, 99-unit building with a 
restaurant on the ground floor, accord- 
ing to the San Mateo Daily Journal. 

Those interested in working at the 
new Golden Boy Pizza location can 
send their resumes to taravalsf@ gold- 
enboypizza.com. Sodini is hoping to 
open up in mid-March, but it could be 
as late as April. 


(RERMALL 


LM 


USAN = 
FRANCISCO (Baki) As ROASTERS (Ser Books 


March 2024. 


families living paycheck to paycheck 
can do. The tax credit also has proven 
longterm benefits. Research shows 
children whose families receive an 
EITC refund perform better in school 
and have better health outcomes. Now, 
that’s a great investment! 

Are you or someone you know 
missing out? Nonprofits operating Vol- 
unteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
programs can connect people with free 
tax preparation services. While the 
tax deadline is April 15, filing as soon 
as possible means you can get your 
money back sooner. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.CalEITC4me.org. You can find 
out if you qualify, the nearest location 
providing free tax assistance, or how 
to file a return yourself. While you’re 
inquiring about CalEITC, you can also 
ask about the federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Learn more about Golden Boy Pizza 
at goldenboypizza.com/sanfrancisco. 


php. 


John Lee 
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videos are more important than ever. 

Buying and selling a home is a 
stressful and emotional time in one’s 
life, and even more so during this un- 
certain time. But no matter what hap- 
pens, there will be people who need 
to buy or sell. And that’s when good 
advice is necessary from a profession- 
al in helping to make that buying and 
selling decision as easy and painless 
as possible. 

John M. Lee is a broker with Com- 
pass specializing in the Richmond and 
Sunset districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him at 415-465- 
0505 or email at johnlee@isellsf.com. 
Find an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


SUNDAYS 
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Outstanding Warrant: 1700 Block 
of Noriega Street, Feb. 1, 9:17 a.m. 

Officers responded to a report of a 
shoplifting incident in progress. 

Responding officers arrived and 
located two suspects. One of the 
suspects then returned the stolen 
merchandise to a store employee. A 
computer check revealed one of the 
suspects had an outstanding arrest 
warrant. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Catalytic Converter Theft, Evad- 
ing a Police Officer: 1500 Block of 
Ninth Avenue, Feb. 2, 3:24 a.m. 

An officer on patrol at Ninth Avenue 
and Lawton Street saw a catalytic 
converter theft in progress. The officer 
initiated a traffic stop but the suspect 
vehicle drove away in a reckless 
manner. 

The officer returned to the scene 
of the crime and recovered a stolen 
vehicle. 

The suspects got away. 


Aggravated Assault: 46th Avenue 
and Judah Street, Feb. 3, 2:38 p.m. 

The victim reported he was struck in 
the head by a suspect with a guitar. 

The suspect got away before police 
arrived. 


Shoplifting, Vandalism: 200 Block 
of West Portal Avenue, Feb. 3, 8:27 
p.m. 

The victim reported that a group of 
10 suspects entered the store, damaged 
multiple cabinets and stole more than 
$5,000 in merchandise. 

All suspects got away before police 
arrived. 


Robbery Attempt, Shoplifting: 
2000 Block of Irving Street, Feb. 3, 
8:09 p.m. 

The victim reported that a group of 
six suspects entered the store and stole 
multiple items. One of the suspects 
asked the employee to open the cash 
register, but the employee refused. 

All suspects got away before police 
arrived. 


Aggravated Assault, Outstanding 
Warrant: 46th Avenue and Judah 
Street, Feb. 4, 2:29 p.m. 

The victim reported being assaulted 
by the suspect on Feb. 3. The victim 
saw the suspect again on Feb. 4 and 
called 911. 

Officers arrived and located the 
suspect. The suspect also had two 
outstanding warrants. 

The suspect was arrested for aggra- 
vated assault and for the outstanding 
warrants. 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


Stolen Vehicle, Theft, Vandalism: 
Lawton Street and 42nd Avenue, 
Feb. 4, 2:07 a.m. 

Officers on patrol located a sto- 
len vehicle stopped at a gas station. 
Two suspects were next to the stolen 
vehicle. 

There were signs of theft and 
vandalism to a food truck that was 
parked at the gas station and there was 
evidence connecting the two suspects 
to the theft. 

The two suspects were arrested. 


Trespassing: 1300 Block of 41st 
Avenue, Feb. 7, 11:30 a.m. 

The victim told officers he went 
to his unlocked backyard shed to 
put something away. The victim was 
unable to open the shed. 

The victim walked back to his house 
and his dog ran out and started bark- 
ing. The victim saw a suspect running 
away. 


Assault on Police, Resisting 
Arrest: 200 Block of West Portal 
Avenue, Feb. 7, 12:08 p.m. 

An officer was on patrol when he 
walked into a store where a crime was 
in progress. 

The officer determined that the 
suspect was refusing to leave when 
the store employee was asking him to 
leave. The officer attempted to detain 
the suspect, but the suspect walked 
away and toward his dog. The sus- 
pect’s dog lunged at and bit the officer. 

The suspect and his dog were able 
to flee the scene. 

Later, Ingleside officers located the 
suspect on Market Street and detained 
him. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Traffic Violation, Recklessly 
Evading a Police Officer, Possession 
of Burglary Tools, Possession of 
Narcotics Paraphernalia, Resisting, 
Delaying or Obstructing Peace Of- 
ficer Duties: Unit Block of Lincoln 
Way, Feb. 9, 8:08 a.m. 

Park Station officers on patrol spot- 
ted a vehicle without a front license 
plate. 

A computer check on the rear plate 
revealed the vehicle to be stolen. 
Officers attempted to stop the vehi- 
cle, but it took off at a high rate of 
speed, running through stop signs and 
passing vehicles on the wrong side of 
the street, putting the public at risk. 
Officers did not pursue the vehicle in 
compliance with policy but did update 


415.702.3255 


irvingpethospital.com 


9 1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


* Preventative Care 
° Emergency Care 
Surgery 

° Dental Care 

* Diagnostics 


Foxtail Hill Windows & Doors, Inc. 


Vincent Keehan 


Owner 


1428 Yosemite Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124 


415-822-8494 (Tel) 
415-822-8493 (Fax) 
Foxtailhill.com 


the last known location and travel of 
the vehicle. 

Officers later saw the subject 
backing the vehicle into a parking spot 
on the unit block of Lincoln Way. Offi- 
cers waited for the vehicle to become 
stationary after backing into a parking 
spot before activating their red light 
and siren and pulling in front of the 
stolen vehicle to block it. 

The subject exited the driver’s seat 
and ran north through Kezar Triangle 
Park. After a short pursuit, the subject 
was taken into custody. 

During the arrest search, officers 
found a burglary tool in his posses- 
sion, and narcotics and narcotics 
paraphernalia in the subject’s bag that 
was around his neck. 

The stolen vehicle was later released 
at the scene to the registered owner. 

Prior to releasing the vehicle to the 
owner, the officers conducted an in- 
ventory search and located a small bag 
containing a magazine from a firearm, 
unfired cartridges and fired casings, a 
backpack with clothing, a small bag 
with what appeared to be marijua- 
na inside and a debit card (negative 
results after computer search). 

The registered owner advised the of- 
ficers that they did not belong to him. 

The subject was arrested. 


Battery: 1900 Block of Irving 
Street Feb. 10, 1:27 a.m. 

The victim, a bartender, told 
responding officers that the suspect, 
a patron, was fighting with another 
customer. The victim tried to separate 
the suspect and the suspect started 
throwing glasses and beer bottles at 
the victim. 

Other patrons physically escorted 
the suspect out of the bar. 


Under the Influence: 1200 Block 
of 41st Avenue, Feb. 10 9:51 p.m. 

Richmond District Station broadcast 
that approximately 100 people were 
leaving Golden Gate Park. 

Taraval officers responded to the 
area and observed a large group of 
people, many of whom appeared to be 
intoxicated. 

Officers located a person with vomit 
on himself passed out on the side- 
walk. Medics were summoned and 
the person was later transported to the 
hospital. 


Brandishing a Weapon: 1200 
Block of the Great Highway, Feb. 
11, 3:52 p.m. 
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Officers responded to a report of a 
suspect with a gun. 

The victim told the officers he had 
parked his vehicle and was walking 
to his hotel room when a suspect 
approached him and was upset that he 
parked too close to his car. 

The suspect began arguing with him 
and brandishing a gun. 

The victim walked to his room with- 
out further incident. 


Outstanding Warrant: 2600 Block 
of 34th Avenue, Feb. 11, 11:41 a.m. 

The victim told the responding 
officer a known suspect appeared to 
be breaking into the house where she 
used to live. 

Officers arrived and located the 
suspect and another person. 

After further investigation and a 
computer check, one of the suspects 
was arrested for outstanding warrants 
and the other person was released at 
the scene. 


Theft, Outstanding Warrant: Lin- 
coln Way and La Playa Street, Feb. 
20, 6:44 a.m. 

The victim called police regarding a 
suspect trespassing and shoplifting. 

Officers arrived on scene and locat- 
ed the suspect. 

The suspect was in possession of 
drugs, and he also had four outstand- 
ing warrants. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Shoplifting, Vandalism: 2300 
Block of Noriega Street, Feb. 21, 
5:09 p.m. 

The victim reported that a shoplift- 
ing suspect threw a bottle of wine at 
him. 

The suspect was arrested by the 
responding officer. 


Carjacking: 46th Avenue and 
Judah Street, Feb. 21, 8:47 a.m. 

The victims were sitting in their 
vehicle when the suspect approached 
them. 

The suspect brandished a can of 
bear spray at the victims and told them 
to exit the vehicle. 

The suspect fled with the victim’s 
vehicle. 


Battery, Vandalism: 1300 Block of 
Noriega Street, Feb. 22, 11:56 p.m. 

A physical altercation occurred in- 
side a restaurant between two custom- 
ers and the staff. During the alterca- 
tion, one of the suspects threw glass 
bottles and flipped tables over. 

The suspects were cited for battery 
and vandalism. 


SELLING. BUYING. LEASING. 
THINKING TO SELL? NO UPFRONT COST UNTIL CLOSING 
' Contact me today to get started. 


DITA S. SAJID 


Broker Associate, Realtor®, CIPS 


C. 415.412.3527 | D. 415.682.6603 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Joel Engardio 


New Community Safety Liaison 


Public safety is the #1 
concern for San Franciscans. 
That’s why I prioritized hiring 
a dedicated community safety 
liaison to help Sunset resi- 
dents and merchants affected 
by crime. 

Meet Vindy Chan. She’s 
fluent in Cantonese, Mandarin 
and English to serve everyone 
in the Sunset. 

Vindy is a civilian who will 
work at Taraval Police Station 
and my City Hall office. 
Much of her time will be 
spent in the Sunset neighbor- 
hoods, helping crime victims 
while using a preventative 
approach to public safety. 

Residents, small business 
owners and community 
organizations in the Sunset 
can benefit from Vindy’s role. 
She can help victims fill out 
police reports and apply to 
vandalism relief and graffiti 
abatement programs offered 
by the City. 

She will also follow up 
on 311 requests that involve 
public safety hazards — like 
fallen tree limbs and broken 
sidewalks — to make sure they 
are resolved. 

Vindy will coordinate with 
city agencies to address tent 
encampments and other qual- 
ity of life issues in the Sunset. 
At Taraval Station, Vindy will 


Editor: 


The Chronicle’s sudden 
announcement on Feb. 13 
that Cutting Ball Theater 
will close without $45,000 in 
emergency funding by March 
1 should rattle not only the- 
ater lovers, but all those who 
value our communities. 

The ancient form of live 
theater, especially as per- 
formed in small spaces, 
is a crucial antidote to the 
dehumanizing effects of our 
hyper-tech world. The the- 
aters that produce great works 
in little spaces draw our 


provide administrative support 
for police officers so they can 
spend more time in the field 
responding to 911 calls. 

Vindy was born in China 
and grew up in Hong Kong. 
She has strong Sunset connec- 
tions. When she first moved 
to San Francisco at age 20, 
her first neighborhood was the 
Sunset. Her husband is also 
from the Sunset. 

Vindy attended City Col- 
lege and San Francisco State 
University, earning a degree 
in international business. 

Before joining my team, 
Vindy worked in property 
management and saw what 
was happening in San Francis- 
co regarding crime, especial- 
ly to seniors. As a regular 
volunteer for Self-Help for the 
Elderly, she wanted to make a 
difference. 

“T spent the first half of my 
career helping corporations,” 
Vindy said. “I want to spend 
the second half of my career 
helping people.” 


Relief for Small 
Businesses on Taraval 
I worked with the Board of 
Supervisors’ budget chair, the 
director of the city’s office of 
small business and the mayor 
to secure $1 million in relief 
funds for small businesses 
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struggling on Taraval due to 
the Muni track reconstruction. 

The once-in-a-century 
replacement of Muni’s train 
tracks and all utilities and 
infrastructure under Tara- 
val Street has been a major 
disruption for small business- 
es. First, the mom-and-pop 
restaurants and stores on Tar- 
aval had to face the pandemic. 
Now, they have to survive the 
entire street being ripped up. 
It’s a huge burden. 

Some businesses reported a 
huge loss of their sales. It will 
be a travesty if we have brand 
new train tracks and boarding 
islands serving a corridor 
without any businesses. 

The track replacement will 
improve the entire corridor. 
The final result will benefit 
Taraval and its small busi- 
nesses for the next 100 years. 
But we can’t just give up 
on today’s mom-and-pop 
merchants. They need to make 
it through the infrastructure 
improvements and road con- 
struction. We need them to be 
around when the train comes 
back. 

That’s why I worked to se- 
cure $1 million in relief funds. 
I asked leadership from SFM- 
TA and the mayor’s office to 
join me in meeting directly 
with Taraval merchants to 
hear their concerns. We met at 
a struggling restaurant on Tar- 
aval and merchants expressed 
their frustration with the City. 

It was clear that Taraval 
merchants need financial sup- 
port. Funds were not set aside 
years ago when this project 
was first planned. But money 
is tight in our current budget 


deficit. 

We are fortunate to have 
some unspent funds from last 
fall’s Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) confer- 
ence of world leaders in San 
Francisco. During APEC, 
there were small businesses 
who were harmed by no fault 
of their own. The merchants 
suffered from the decisions 
and actions of city agencies. 

Taraval merchants have a 
similar experience. They have 
faced years of disruptions 
and are at the mercy of the 
SFMTA and city agencies to 
finish this project as promised 
by the end of this year. I felt 
we should use some of the 
unspent APEC funds to help 
Taraval merchants. 

The $1 million for Taraval 
was added as an amendment 
to an ordinance that had 
only proposed relief funds 
for SOMA merchants. The 
budget committee vote for the 
amendment was unanimous, 
including Supervisor Myrna 
Melgar who represents the 
section of Taraval east of 19th 
Avenue. 

Many residents have asked 
about the parking situation on 
Taraval. Some of the parking 
lost during construction will 
return. The parking spots not 
returning are because of the 
new boarding stations that are 
required for accessibility and 
safety. Train passengers used 
to have to exit into oncoming 
traffic and it was dangerous. 

If you want to see what Tar- 
aval will look like when the 
project is finished, tour west 
of Sunset Boulevard where 
the first phase of construction 


Petters. t Omer heed tals 


community members together 
to explore and celebrate our 
humanity. 

I want to call our neigh- 
bors’ attention to a commu- 
nity theater, Theatre Artists’ 
Conspiracy, based right here 
in the Sunset and Richmond 
districts. TAC’s origin goes 
back decades, but it will 
launch its latest incarnation at 
Sealevel, a tiny new cultural 
center at 4331 Irving St., near 
44th Avenue. 

Our first production as a 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 


westside-based theater will be 
a 90-minute community read- 
ing of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
The cast will combine trained, 
experienced local actors with 
other members of our neigh- 
borhood to celebrate Shake- 
speare’s birthday. 

The event is one night only, 
Saturday, April 20, 5:30 p.m. 
at 4331 Irving St. Admis- 
sion is free, but donations to 
support Sealevel are request- 
ed. Seating is very limited. 
Tickets are available online 
from SeaLevel SF.com. 

For those interested in per- 
forming, an audition for this 
production and TAC’s 2024 
season will be held on Satur- 
day, March 9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Sunday, March 11, 6 -10 
p.m. on Zoom. Please email 
gthomp@mail.ccsf.edu for an 
audition appointment. 


Gene Thompson and Ellen 
Koivisto 
Theatre Artists’ Conspiracy 


Editor: 


Shoplifting is not something 
new to retail stores owners. 
Usually it is done clandestine- 
ly, from time to time, and is 
treated as a small income loss. 

However, since the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis, which roughly started 
over three years ago, shoplift- 
ing in different stores in our 
city, but particularly targeting 
Walgreens stores, has become 
rampant. 

Shamelessly, these occur- 


rences have been executed in 
daylight, for several years, 
mostly, but not only, by home- 
less folks, while employees 
and customers alike were 
watching helplessly how 

the store’s merchandise was 
stolen repeatedly from the 
shelves, quickly being stuffed 
in the shoplifters’ bags, jack- 
ets, baskets or carts. 

Those preyed-upon stores 
became a haven for opportun- 
ists who have become brazen 
in their actions, ignoring the 
employees’ verbal admoni- 
tions. In fact, this was all the 
employees could do — they 
were not permitted, by city 
laws, to stop the stealing by 
using any physical force to 
oust the thieves from their 
workplace. 

Employees who have 
spoken with me, told me that 
dialing 9-1-1 for help, in most 
cases proved futile. By the 
time a policeman showed up, 
the thieves were gone. 

Some stores hired secu- 
rity guards for protection, 
believing that their presence 
will scare off intruders. 
Unfortunately, the security 
service couldn’t stop the 
agonizing situation because 
security guards, by law, are 
not allowed to physically 
interfere with criminal acts. 
Using security services also 
added a financial burden for 
employers. 

If no creative solutions will 
be enacted soon to curtail this 
growing trend of bold, open 
shoplifting in our essential 
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is complete. You can see the 
boarding islands, landscaping 
and beautification efforts. 
SFEMTA has repeatedly told 
me that the final phase is on 
time to bring trains back to 
the full length of Taraval by 
the end of this year. 

Residents and merchants 
can review an online list of 
updates for work that has 
been completed and upcom- 
ing work that is scheduled 
each week. Find the updates 
at sfmta.com/projects/proj- 
ect-updates. 

We are one city. We can 
help businesses who suffered 
during APEC last fall and 
those who continue to suffer 
today. City Hall must triage 
the merchant districts and 
direct resources to the areas in 
code blue. 

Taraval is in code blue. 

It’s at risk of dying. We must 
come together to help a major 
and vital part of our City. Tar- 
aval extends from West Portal 
to the ocean across two super- 
visorial districts. Spending a 
portion of the APEC funds to 
help Taraval is about saving 
businesses, which benefits the 
whole City. Because, if people 
stop shopping on Taraval and 
drive to Daly City, that’s less 
tax revenue for us all. 

This is just the beginning. 
We need a dedicated relief 
fund for the future that can 
offer small businesses a life- 
line during major construction 
projects and disruptive events. 

Joel Engardio is the District 
4 representative on the San 
Francisco Board of Super- 
visors. He can be reached at 
engardiostaff@ sfgov.org. 


stores, more owners will be 
forced to close their business- 
es, realizing that, paradoxical- 
ly, the shoplifters have gotten 
the upper hand, as if they own 
their stores. 


Nachshon Lustig 
Editor: 


I write to express my 
gratitude to Supervisor Joel 
Engardio for spotlighting the 
critical and often overlooked 
San Francisco Democratic 
County Central Committee 
(DCCC) election slated for 
March 2024. His commentary, 
“Shades of Democratic Party 
Blue,” plays a great role in 
educating the public about the 
nuances of local politics and 
the importance of understand- 
ing the ideological spectrum 
within the Democratic Party 
in San Francisco. 

However, I must point out 
that the list of candidates 
presented in the commentary, 
while informative, does not 
fully represent all those who 
have thrown their hat into the 
ring for the upcoming DCCC 
election. Beyond the “SF 
Democrats for Change” and 
“Labor and Working Fam- 
ilies” slates, there are inde- 
pendent candidates, including 
myself, who are also vying for 
positions within the DCCC. 
Specifically, there are two 
independent candidates in 
AD-17 and one in AD-19 — 
the district I am proud to be 
running in. 

As an independent candi- 


Continued on page 16 
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Senate Bill 


Continued from page 1 


departments and state housing agen- 
cies to handle housing permitting. SB- 
951 eases the process for housing that 
has no effect on coastal resources and 
in the midst of this housing crisis, we 
should all agree on the need for that.” 

“San Francisco is changing how we 
get housing built, and we need to re- 
move barriers that get in the way of that 
important work, including at the state 
level,” Breed said. “SB-951 addresses 
a key issue impacting urbanized areas 
in coastal cities like San Francisco, 
while still protecting important coastal 
resources across the state. This is the 
kind of surgical, smart policy we need 
to expand housing opportunities while 
still being strong protectors of our nat- 
ural environment.” 

The CCC was established by bal- 
lot initiative when voters approved it 
in 1972 and codified it into law in the 
Coastal Act of 1976. It was granted 
powers to protect coastal resources, 
including authority over zoning within 
the Coastal Zone, which stretches 840 
miles along the Pacific Coast from Or- 
egon to Mexico. 

SB-951 narrows the CCC domain by 
removing privately owned urban par- 
cels along the City’s western edge from 
its oversight. 

“As the supervisor representing the 
area that actually is impacted by this 
legislation, I am adamantly against 
that,” District 1 Supervisor Connie 
Chan said. “I don’t think that there’s 
any way that you slice and dice it with 
this bill that we could actually excuse 
Senator Wiener in his intent, what he’s 
trying to do. 

“And for that I will not only strong- 
ly — as a co-sponsor of the legislation 
opposing this state bill — continue to 
do everything that I can to make sure 
that we not just protect our coast in San 
Francisco, up and down the state of 
California, but also really look at what 
has been happening to us with other 
bills that Senator Wiener has put for- 
ward and passed by our legislature that 
really continue to single San Francis- 
co out, for whatever reason. Our own 
representative cannot be protecting San 
Francisco’s best interests,” Chan said. 

Board President Aaron Peskin said 
he served on the CCC and he “‘inti- 
mately got to know just how important 
this piece of statewide policy — that 
was passed by the voters in a monu- 
mental fight that pitted Californians 
of every stripe against the real estate 
industry in 1972, when Proposition 20 
passed against all odds — it was a grass- 
roots effort that was outspent by many 
multipliers to one. Every major news- 
paper in the state of California was on 
the side of the real estate industry. 

“(SB 951) has been done under the 
guise of housing and nothing could be 
further from the truth. And I state this 
as a matter of objective fact,’ Peskin 
says. “The way the California Coastal 
Act works is that once a coastal zoning 
is approved by the Coastal Commis- 
sion, which in San Francisco’s case, 
happened in 1986, all permitting ju- 
risdiction is turned over to the county. 
This county has issued its own coastal 
development permits since 1986. 

“In that period of time, there have 
been two appeals of the issuance of 
a coastal development permit to the 
Coastal Commission from a local ac- 
tion. One of them having nothing to do 
with housing; it was actually an appeal 
in 2009 over artificial turf soccer fields 
in the western end of Golden Gate 
Park. The Coastal Commission decid- 
ed in favor of the City and County of 
San Francisco and rejected that appeal. 

“The other appeal came from the 
late 1980s. It was never heard by the 
Coastal Commission and the _per- 
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mit was upheld,” Peskin elaborated. 
“This goes far beyond San Francisco. 
If one state senator can rip out Coastal 
Commission jurisdiction in his or her 
county, it’s going to be open season on 
the Coastal Act. The precedent here 
is remarkably dangerous about one of 
California’s model, cherished pieces of 
law.” 

In a public letter by Laura Walsh of 
Surfrider San Francisco, an environ- 
mental advocacy group organized by 
surfers, she says “SB-951 assumes that 
the affordable housing shortage in San 
Francisco is affected by the Coastal 
Commission’s implementation of the 
Coastal Act, which is simply not the 
case. 

“Coastal zone boundaries haven’t 
been redrawn since the early years of 
the Coastal Act’s implementation in 
1976, and passage of this bill would 
signal that any jurisdiction which 
wants to evade Coastal Act review of 
development could support a similarly 
designed bill.” 

According to a San Francisco Chron- 
icle article by reporter Julie Johnson, 
the San Francisco Planning Depart- 
ment’s Chief of Staff Dan Sider says 
the Coastal Commission’s oversight 
has not resulted in any change to de- 
velopment projects in the City’s coastal 
areas. Sider says this shows the city’s 
permitting process is adequate for vet- 
ting projects and so SB-951 “gets rid of 
a bunch of extra bureaucracy that’s not 
doing anyone any good.” 

In a letter to the Board of Supervi- 
sors, however, Christopher Pederson, a 
former chief counsel for the CCC, ap- 
pears to lay the blame for long building 
permitting processes squarely on the 
City, not the CCC. 

“The portions of San Francisco that 
SB-951 would remove from the coast- 
al zone, however, are areas where City 
Hall has neglected implementation of 
the Coastal Act for decades. Because 
of that, I have a hard time taking seri- 
ously protestations of alarm about what 
the effects of SB-951 would be in San 
Francisco itself,’ Pederson said. 

“San Francisco’s local coastal pro- 
gram (LCP) was fully certified by the 
Coastal Commission in 1986. San 
Francisco has amended its Planning 
Code many times since then, but hasn’t 
submitted the amendments that affect 
coastal zone properties to the Coast- 
al Commission as LCP amendments. 
Planning Code amendments that the 
Coastal Commission hasn’t certified 
have not taken effect as amendments to 
San Francisco’s LCP. 

“San Francisco’s decades-long fail- 
ure to keep its LCP up to date is sig- 
nificant because the certified LCP is 
the legal standard of review for coast- 
al development permits,’ Pederson 
said. “Although proposals for new 
development are few and far between 
in the small area of privately owned 
land that’s located in the coastal zone, 
proper review of those proposals is 
unnecessarily complicated because of 
conflicts between the archaic standards 
that apply to coastal zone permits and 
the more recently adopted standards 
that apply to local permits for the same 
development. To the extent the Plan- 
ning Department may disregard those 
conflicts by simply applying the cur- 
rent uncertified version of the Planning 
Code, that itself creates litigation vul- 
nerabilities. 

“For example, San Francisco has 
adopted voluntary local affordable 
housing incentive programs intended 
to encourage residential developments 
to provide affordable housing. Those 
programs allow exceptions to normal- 
ly applicable Planning Code require- 
ments. Any such project in the coastal 
zone would be vulnerable to litigation 
because San Francisco has not submit- 
ted those programs to the Coastal Com- 
mission as LCP amendments.” 
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— Existing Coastal Zone Boundary 
~—— Proposed Coastal Zone Boundary 


Note: (1) All areas within proposed Coastal Zone 
boundary to be appealable to CCC. (2) No changes 
proposed to jurisdiction retained by CCC, except for 
removal of jurisdiction at intersections at (A) H. 
Brotherhood Way & Lake Merced Blvd and (B) Lake 
Merced Blvd & John Muir Way, as shown, 
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Renovated Golden Gate Park Golf Course, New Clubhouse Back in Business 


By Clarisse Kim 


“We hit a hole in one with the new 
clubhouse!” said Public Works Direc- 
tor Carla Short. 

The Golden Gate Park Golf Club- 
house celebrated its reopening cere- 
mony on Feb. 16. More than 150 golf 
enthusiasts and community advocates 
gathered at the newly remodeled Gold- 
en Gate Park Golf Course to celebrate 
persistence through a year of closure. 

First Tee, a youth-centered golf 
non-profit, Public Works, the civic fa- 
cility overseer, the San Francisco Rec- 
reation and Park Department and SF 
Mayor London Breed were on hand to 
reveal the new course. 

According to numerous speakers at 
the event, the clubhouse and course’s 
return symbolizes a lot to San Fran- 
cisco’s west side and to the City as a 
whole. The golf course’s story high- 
lights its rich resilience, diversity and 
community. 

According to Phil Ginsburg, Rec. 
and Park general manager, the idea for 
creating the course began in 1912. The 
golf course finally came to fruition in 
1951. Nestled among cypress trees, 
sand dunes and sea breezes, the course 
was built in the place originally meant 
for the Palace of Fine Arts 40 years pri- 
or. 

Sixty years later, a fire severely dam- 
aged the clubhouse in 2018. 

“The clubhouse was completely de- 
stroyed,” said Daniel Montes, repre- 
sentative of Rec. and Park. “There was 
no fixing the damage — the clubhouse 
had to be demolished.” 

That’s when First Tee and the broad- 
er community pushed for renovation. 
After the City and associated organiza- 
tions gathered the required support and 
funds, the course began reconstruction 
in the spring of 2023. The entire project 
cost $5.9 million. 

“The plan was to build a whole new 
clubhouse on the same footprint as the 
old one,” Montes said. “We took the 
same outline and built a brand-new, 
state-of-the-art facility.” 

Architects and engineers from SF 
Public Works spearheaded the design 


After a fire destroyed the old dubhouss at the Golden Gate Park Golf 
Course in 2018, a new facility was built in its place. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony officially reopened the new structure on Feb. 16. Courtesy 


photo. 


process, making sure the new design 
maintained and enhanced aspects of 
the original facility. 

Now, the clubhouse boasts a wide 
array of upgraded amenities. Golfers 
are able to enjoy a redesigned lounge, 
pro shop, concessions stand, accessible 
entryways and a scenic outdoor patio. 
First Tee also oversaw and funded a 
separate landscaping project that up- 
graded the efficiency of the natural 
turf’s drainage and maintenance. 

“Despite facing all of these challeng- 
es, and despite seeing this clubhouse 
burn down, we persevere,” Breed said. 
“San Francisco showcased the same 
resilience in the 1906 earthquakes and 
fires. The clubhouse represents this re- 
silience.” 
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“Just like San Francisco itself, this 
is the phoenix rising from the ashes,” 
Ginsburg added. 

The golf course has now returned 
as a hot spot for golfers of all back- 
grounds and ages. According to Mon- 
tes, one thing that makes the Golden 
Gate Park Golf Course special is its 
rich cross section of people. 

“The community here is so diverse,” 
Montes said. “We’re municipal golf — 
public golf. You get people from all 
over the City. Golfers here could be 
from the Richmond to the Bayview to 
the Western Addition.” 

Montes also said that the golf course 
takes pride in its accessibility and low 
barrier. Players of all skill levels are 
welcome; the course frequently hosts 


both experienced senior golfers and 
novice youth players. 

First Tee, a nonprofit focused on 
youth equity, accessibility and empow- 
erment, manages the majority of the 
course’s activities and programs. These 
programs include golf lessons for un- 
derprivileged youth. 

“Our goal is to teach core values 
that will help these youngsters through 
life,” First Tee Executive Director Dan 
Burke said. 

The nonprofit is based out of the 
Golden Gate Park Golf Course and 
strives to empower kids of all back- 
grounds using golf as a conduit. 

“The Golden Gate Park Golf Course 
is a very special place to me,” First Tee 
alumna and current staff member Kelly 
Woo said. “The experiences, friend- 
ships, and connections I’ve gained here 
have played a significant role in shap- 
ing who I am today.” 

At its core, the Golden Gate Park 
Golf Course has brought people to- 
gether and continues to unite the golf 
community. According to Montes, nu- 
merous golf enthusiasts and advocates 
banded together to push for the course’s 
renovation after the fire in 2018. 

Project leads wanted to highlight this 
unity during reconstruction. 

“The whole point of this project was 
to make sure the golf community has a 
place to gather,” Montes said. “We re- 
ally wanted to enhance the community 
aspect of golf.” 

“This facility is magical,’ Ginsburg 
said. “We are so pleased with all of the 
work that got done, and we’re looking 
forward to our continued association 
with the City.” 

“Our tee times are fully booked for 
days,” Montes adds. “So many golf en- 
thusiasts attended the reopening cele- 
bration — the community is just excited 
to be back.” 

The Golden Gate Park Golf Course 
is located at 970 47th Ave. Learn more 
at goldengateparkgolf.com. To learn 
more about First Tee and its mission, 
visit firsttee .org/. 
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Influential Photographer Irving: Penn’s Works Coming to de Young Museum 


By Noma Faingold 


People might be aware of 
master photographer Irving 
Penn (1917-2009) having 
seen his austere, innovative, 
high-contrast black-and-white 
Vogue Magazine fashion 
spreads. Or maybe viewers 
have come across his bare- 
bones, character-revealing 
portraits of artists and luminar- 
ies like Truman Capote, Pablo 
Picasso and boxer Joe Lewis. 
Then there’s the pristine still 
life works, at times looking 
like representational paintings 
while others seem abstract. 

In Penn’s nearly 70-year 
career, he amassed the most 
diverse body of photographs, 
from everyday people (butch- 
er, baker and sewer cleaner), 
landscapes, ethnographic por- 
traits, closeups of flowers, 
provocative but artistically 
shot nudes of real-size women 
(taken in 1949-50 but not pub- 
licly exhibited until the 1980s) 
and literally, unapologetically 
made trash into art. 

Penn was known for his 
precise, simple composition 
and use of light. But he also 
embraced new ideas and tech- 
niques with printing. 

Four local photographers 
with different styles, at differ- 
ent stages in life, have each 
been influenced by Penn in 
some way and plan to attend 
the 175-photo retrospective, 
March 16-July 21, at the de 
Young Museum. 


David Stroud 

Like Irving Penn, Outer 
Sunset resident Stroud has 
evolved from being a fine arts 
photographer to adding paint- 
ing and drawing to his creative 
pursuits. He has also written 
extensively about photogra- 
phy, including the text for a 
couple of coffee table books 
published by Carmel’s Pho- 
tography West Gallery where 
he once worked. 

Born in Berkeley and raised 
in the Napa Valley, Stroud be- 
came interested in photogra- 
phy as a young teen when he 


Photo by Ed Jay. 


“Joe Louis.” Photo by Irving Penn courtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, gift 
of The Irving Penn Foundation, 2021. © Condé Naste. 


got his first photo kit. 

“T took it seriously,” Stroud 
said. “I set up a home dark 
room.” 

He earned a degree in En- 
glish literature at UC Santa 
Cruz before going to gradu- 
ate school at the University of 
Kent in England. After living 
in Pacific Grove for 12 years, 
he moved to San Francisco in 
1989. He gets invited to be in 
group shows at local galleries, 
such as a show last fall at the 
Coastal Arts League eat in 


Half Moon Bay. 

One of the many reasons 
Stroud admires Penn is be- 
cause “he was an amazing art- 
ist working in a commercial 
field,” he said. “It’s hard to put 
your finger on it, but he was so 
unique and covered so many 
different subjects. He had re- 
markable clarity in everything 
he did. It makes anything very 
penetrating.” 

Stroud appreciates Penn’s 
perfectly arranged still life im- 
ages, as well as the bare-bones 
portraits of notable artists like 
Georgia O’ Keefe. 

“She’s squeezed into a cor- 
ner. She looks skeptical and 
compacts her body. It’s not 
very flattering. It makes her 
look ordinary,” he said. 

In the 1970s, Penn turned 
his attention to subjects like 
cigarette butts and discarded 
objects in the street, which 
Stroud finds stunning. 

“I love those cigarette 
butts,” Stroud said. “He’s ex- 
ploring decomposition and de- 
cay. Those cigarettes have a lot 
of character.” 


Joeann Edmonds Matthew 

Joeann Edmonds Matthew 
of Mill Valley relates to Penn’s 
need to be eclectic in what to 
shoot. 

“He was into a lot of sub- 
jects like me, and really weird 
things,” she said. “That’s how 
creative artists work. You can’t 
just do one thing.” 

She spent decades as a union 
makeup artist and wardrobe 
stylist for film and commer- 
cials, including “The Matrix” 
and several movies starring 
Robin Williams. She took 
pictures of her work and the 


productions while on set. But 
she didn’t take her photos se- 
riously until her husband at the 
time, Ron Edmonds, a Pulitzer 
Prize winning photojournalist 
for Associated Press, taught 
her some of the technical as- 
pects of photography. 

After the Sacramento-born 
Edmonds Matthew raised her 
two children and retired seven 
years ago, her artistic photog- 
raphy went into high gear. 

“IT work on photography ev- 
ery day. I like photography be- 
cause it’s instant gratification,” 
she said. 

Edmonds Matthew, who 
shows her work in small Bay 
Area galleries and state fairs, 


+ 


likes to experiment with digi- 
tal photo software. Currently, 
she is working on a surreal- 
ist series she calls, “Spaces- 
capes.” 

“T made one out of mashed 
potatoes. I pushed the tech to 
the max,” she said. “I don’t 
know if they are good. I just 
love doing them.” 

Edmonds Matthew, who 
is most influenced by Penn’s 
landscapes, wouldn’t miss the 
de Young exhibit for anything. 

“I’m drawn to the beautiful, 
exacting fashion stuff he did 
for Vogue and the nudes he did 
with real bodies. You don’t see 
that in magazines,” she said. 
“But what’s great is he made it 
acceptable to creatively go all 
over the place.” 


Nick Haste 

During his tour of duty in 
the Navy, Haste started taking 
photos after arriving at differ- 
ent ports around the world. Af- 
ter he left the navy, he wanted 
to learn more about photogra- 
phy and enrolled at the Acade- 
my of Art. 

Since graduating, Haste, 35, 
has been working on build- 
ing his portfolio and teaching 
photography at the non-profit 
youth program First Expo- 
sures. He has concentrated on 
fashion but takes a naturalis- 
tic approach. He collaborates 
with stylists but does not use 
hairstylists or makeup artists. 
Like Penn, Haste prefers nat- 
ural light. 

Haste, who lives in the West 
Portal area, is also immersed 
in a personal portrait project of 
African Americans in the City. 

“Tm taking pictures of 
working people,” he said. “I 
want to highlight how we’re 
not being portrayed. There’s 
so much to us. It’s about the 
resilience of people.” 

He said Penn led the way 
in defying what fashion mag- 
azines expected from photog- 
raphers. 

“He gave a glimpse that we 
don’t have to seek that perfect 
model. We can show everyday 
people and still be successful.” 


Ed Jay 
San Francisco native Ed Jay, 
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“Portrait With Max.” Photo by Nick Haste. 
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Angled Parking 
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Engardio said changing the 
physical design of the street 
was the only option available 
to ensure parking turnover and 
access for regular-sized cars 
and vans. 

A California Court of Ap- 
peals’ decision last July re- 
versed a previous trial court 
decision and, for now, it ef- 
fectively bans San Francisco’s 
policy of towing RVs when 
they accrue too many parking 
tickets. 

The Coalition on Homeless- 
ness challenged the City with 
a lawsuit, asserting that war- 
rantless tows are unreasonable 
seizures under the U.S. Con- 
stitution’s Fourth Amendment. 

“The principal issue on ap- 
peal is whether the challenged 
warrantless tows are permissi- 
ble under the vehicular com- 
munity caretaking exception 
to the Fourth Amendment’s 
watrant requirement,” the ap- 
peals court decision says. “We 
conclude respondents have 
not shown that legally parked 
cars with unpaid parking tick- 
ets that present no threat to 
‘public safety and the efficient 
movement of vehicular traffic’ 

. may be towed under that 
exception. In particular, we 
reject respondent’s argument 
that their interest in deterring 
parking violations and non- 
payment of parking fines justi- 
fies warrantless tows under the 
vehicular community caretak- 
ing exception. Such deterrence 
does not justify warrantless 
tows of lawfully registered 
and lawfully parked vehicles.” 

A Feb. 21 article in the San 
Francisco Chronicle by re- 
porter Rachel Swan says that 


Irving Penn 
Continued from page 14 


66, was a controller at a num- 
ber of financial institutions un- 
til he retired in 2018. He took 
up photography in the 1980s, 
being the official (volunteer) 
photographer for cross country 
and track teams while his two 
children were in high school. 

“Tt was a way to spend more 
time with my kids. It was a lot 
of fun,” Jay said. 

The Alameda resident start- 
ed getting paid for his photo- 
graphs in 2009. He specializes 
in fashion and sports. One of 
his favorite locations for fash- 
ion shoots is San Francisco’s 
Chinatown, where he grew up. 

“I feel very comfortable in 
Chinatown,” Jay said. “It’s 
so colorful. I like putting the 
model in focus and the red 
hanging lanterns as the back- 
drop.” 

Jay admires Penn’s fash- 
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Alex Sack has a bird’s eye view of the Pacific Ocean from his perch atop his motor 
home parked on the Lower Great Highway. Photos by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


city officials have combined 
parking restrictions with city- 
run lots, equipped with show- 
ers, Port-a-Potties, electrical 
charging stations and home- 
lessness case managers to help 
participants into housing. 

But problems appeared, 
from community opposition 
when the City tried to open 
new vehicle triage centers, to 
space limitations as the lots 
quickly filled. And some peo- 
ple living in mobile homes on 
public roads simply decline 
the help. 

The City cannot compel any- 
one to accept help, but parking 
enforcement is often used to 
clear the  vehicular-housed 
people off a given street. 

Yet, as Swan reports, RVs 
rousted from one neighbor- 
hood “merely gravitate to an- 
other.” 

Regardless of where they 
might go, some Sunset resi- 
dents just want them gone and 
out of sight. 

Accusations of violence, 
ion images, but he is most 
impressed with his gritty por- 
traits. 

“He strips away everything 
but the person,” he said. “His 
subjects are vulnerable. They 
draw you in an make you 
think. We are left to interpret 
what Picasso or Salvador Dali 
was thinking at that moment.” 

Irving Penn, a retrospective 
exhibition organized by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Irving Penn Foundation in 
association with the Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco, 
March 16-July 21, at the de 
Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden Dr., Golden Gate 
Park. Learn more at famsf.org. 

To see more from profiled 
photographers, go to david- 
stroudphotography.com, @ 
david.stroud.51, edjayphotog- 
raphy.com, @edjayphotogra- 
phy, joeannsphotos.com, @ 
Joeannedmondsmatthew and 
nickhaste.com, @nick.haste. 


“Spring Oaks.” Photo by Joeann Edmonds Matthew. 


unsafe and unhealthy condi- 
tions have been made, with 
a laundry list of lawlessness 
including sexual assault, drug 
dealing, discarded syringes on 
the beach, theft and vandalism 
blamed on the RV dwellers 
who live near the Motel 6 at 
Lincoln and Great Highway. 

From Lincoln to Kirkham, 
in total and at any given time, 
about two dozen RVs, vans, 
trucks and cars occupied by 
apparently homeless people 
are parked along the Lower 
Great Highway. 

On the other hand, it seems 
that other housed Outer Sunset 
residents are perhaps as con- 
cemed with the loss of parking 
that will result from switching 
to angled parking. 

SFMTA figures show that 
switching to angled parking on 
the west side of the street and 
eliminating all the parking on 
the east side along that stretch 
of roadway will result in a net 
loss of about 20 parking spac- 
es. 

Notes from a July 20, 2018 
public hearing held by the 
agency said community mem- 
bers who opposed the plan fo- 
cused on the proposed reduc- 
tion in parking spaces. 

“Some said the proposed 
improvements and_ corre- 
sponding parking reduction 
were unneeded, while others 
understood the reasoning be- 
hind the improvements but did 
not feel the degree of parking 
reduction was an acceptable 
tradeoff,’ the agency notes 
say. “Overall, concerns about 
parking reduction were the 
major theme in the majority of 
the public hearing comments.” 

The comments were enough 
for the agency to scale back 
the original proposal, which 


would have resulted in the loss 
of 40 parking spaces. 

Perched on the roof of his 
motor home parked on the east 
side of Lower Great Highway 
and just a few spaces south of 
the La Playa Park bocce ball 
court at the intersection with 
Kirkham, Alexander Sack, 53, 
has a good view of the area as 
he sips a drink on an unseason- 
ably warm, sunny day. 

Looking down at the people 
rolling balls across the sand 
courts, he is not convinced that 
the new plan will necessarily 
make the public safer. 

“If there’s going to be a 
northbound active lane of traf- 
fic where there is now parking 
parallel to the park flanking 
it, you’re going to have active 
traffic two feet from little kids 
playing in the bocce ball court 
and the elders playing bocce 
ball, while (car drivers) are 
looking west, the opposite di- 
rection, for 45-degree angled 
parking,” Sack said. “They’re 
going to be looking the oppo- 
site direction while two-feet 
from people playing with balls 
in a park, which I can tell you 
from being here is common. 

“A little toddler is going to 
get run over at some point,” 
he predicts. “They’re fixing 
a problem that shouldn’t be 
fixed. It’s a safety hazard. It’s 
going to preclude parking for 
the neighbors that live here. 
It’s bad public policy.” 

Chandra Carol gives her age 
as “17 until the day I die.” 

She has a “rock star” dog 
named Bowie and sleeps in a 
pickup truck hooked to a trail- 
er, where she keeps some of 
her possessions. It was news 
to her that angled parking was 
coming there. 

She considers her options. 
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“I might go back onto Lin- 
coln but it’s a freeway going 
in and out of the door,” Carol 
says. “With Fulton (Street), 
you’ve have a sidewalk there. 
I don’t like people walking 
along the side of my truck. 

“No, I will probably do the 
angled.” 

What about moving further 
south of Kirkham beyond the 
angled parking? 

“Those neighbors don’t like 
it. They’re always giving me 
the stink eye out the window. 
The further south you go, the 
more conservative the neigh- 
borhood gets,” she said. “Ill 
probably go back to Lincoln or 
Pll stay here. But I kind of like 
it over here.” 

At this point, she’s not sure 
what she’s going to do with the 
trailer, especially since it holds 
a lot of her stuff. 

She says one of her vehi- 
cle-housed neighbors had to 
go to the hospital recently and 
while he was gone the City 
took away everything he had. 
She’s looking out for useful 
discarded items to give him 
once he gets out of the hospi- 
tal. 

Crystal Kelley, 54, was 
raking the dirt in front of her 
trailer with her husband but 
stopped to talk about her situ- 
ation. 

Born and raised in San Fran- 
cisco, she’s an alumna of Abra- 
ham Lincoln High School. 

“We don’t bother anybody,” 
Kelley said. "Nobody has 
come up to us to see what type 
of people we are. They just 
assume that we’re all drug ad- 
dicts and stuff like that. Some 
people are, some people aren’t. 

“I don’t have garbage here. 
I have stuff that belongs to me 
and we keep it clean,” she said. 

“We have been trying to get 
housing through the Hot Team, 
but I’m still waiting. And my 
husband’s got to have a triple 
bypass next week and he’s go- 
ing to have to come back to a 
sterile environment. And I’ve 
been asking them but nothing 
yet. So, Pve just got to keep 
waiting,” she said. 

“They asked me if I wanted 
a room, if it was available to 
me, a month and a half ago and 
I told them ‘yes’ but I’m still 
waiting. 

“A friend of mine’s helping 
me try to get into a permanent 
place for me and him because 
of his surgery that he has to get 
done,” she says. “I’m not dirty. 
I don’t sit out here and scream. 
Why don’t you get to know us 
before you start judging?” 
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Chandra Carol and her dog Bowie reside in a pickup truck parked on the Lower 
Great Highway. 
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‘Then and Now’: 31 st Aven ue Between Kirkham and Lawton Streets 


Left: View looking north on 31st Avenue on Dec. 30, 1930, between Kirkham and Lawton streets, showing 31st Avenue blocked by drift- 
ing sand. Men with shovels are clearing the road. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHis- 
tory. Right: Mission accomplished —- the sand is long gone. There are plenty more wires, cars and homes in this Feb. 28 picture. In the 
background is George Washington High School in the Richmond District. Construction of the school started in 1936. Photo by Michael 


Durand. 
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date in AD-19, I am campaigning on 
a platform centered around commu- 
nity safety, transportation improve- 
ments and health equity. My unique 
perspective as a physician assistant 
— the only candidate with a license 
to practice medicine — equips me 
with the knowledge and experience 
to address some of the most pressing 
health and safety concerns facing our 
community today. 

It is my belief that voters should 
make their decisions based on the 
quality and ideals of each individual 
candidate. Both the slates mentioned 
and independent candidates like 
myself offer strong choices. It is 
essential for voters to be fully and 


Our community has the right 


impartially informed of their options 
to make the most educated choices for 
their representation on the DCCC. 

I encourage our community and the 
media to embrace a holistic view of 
the electoral landscape, and proactive- 
ly ensure that all candidates receive 
fair and equal coverage. Doing so not 
only honors our democratic process 
but also empowers voters to make 
decisions that genuinely reflect their 
values and aspirations for San Fran- 
Cisco. 

Thank you for your attention to this 
matter and for your commitment to 
comprehensive and equitable election 
coverage. 


Jen Nossokoff, Independent Candi- 
date for SF DCCC, AD-19 
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